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RECEIVED 

CENTRAL PAX CENTER 
INTHECLAIMS OCT 2 5 2006 



Please amend the daims as follows: 



1. (currently amended) An interfaco apparatus for providing information in response to 
a query of a virtual database table, the interface apparatus comprising: 

a virtual database servic e, the virtual database service comprising the virtual 

database table, wherein ilie virtual database table comprises one or more 
towsI[,]l and each of ihe one or more rows comprises oomptifi i ng one or 
more fields; and 

an inforaiation source comprising [[for]] the information to be provided in 
response to the query of the virtual database table, wherein the 
infoTmation source comprises an access evaluator configured to 
determine whether a user may have access to an informat ion resource 
within the information source. 

the query comprising a field name and an indication of manner for 

selecting a row, and wherein 
the virtual database service is configured to; 

receive the queryi [LH 

respond to the field name and the indication of the manner for 

selecting a row as required to obtain the infonnation to be 
provided from the information source; [[,]] and 

provide pro\^ding the infonnation as a value of the field indicated 
by the field name in the selected row, in response to the 
quer y> - and wherein the information oourcc comprises an 
acceiss evaluator^ the access evaluator configured to 
dctcnninD whether a user may have access to an 
3rrf<»mfttion rcGOurcc within the information pourco - 
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2. (currenfly amended) The intorfaoo apparatus of claim 1, wherein the indkation of the 
manner of sdecting a row comprises a setection value and the information source 
provides at least one component of the information to be provided in response to a 
match between the selection value and a pattern that matches a plurality of values and is 
accessible to the inf oixnation source. 

3, (currently amended) The interfae e apparatus of daim 1, wherein; 

the query is an SQL query addressing tfie virtual database table; 
the field name is contained in a SELECT clause in the query; and 
the indication of the manner of selecting a row is contained in a WHERE clause 
In the query. 

4 (currently amended) Hie interface apparatus of claim 1, wherein the manner of 
selecting a row comprises information identifying the information resource witiiin the 
infbrmatian source and the user seeking access to the information resource; and the 
provided informatiori in response to the query comprises an indication of whether die 
identified user may access the information resource. 

5. (currently amended) The intorfacc apparatus of claim 4, wherein the access evaluator 
determines wheflier the user may have access to the information resource by 
considering one or more access policies, each access policy indicating whether a user 
group may have access to a set of information resources, die access evaluator configured 
to allow access by the user to the information resource when the one or more access 
policies for the user groups to which the user belongs permit access to the sets of 
information resources to which the information resource belongs and the manner of 
selecting a row comprises membership information about the user from which 
membership of the xiser in a user group may be determined. 
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6. (currentiy amended) The iBtofaee apparatus of claim 5, wherein Ihe access evaluator 
uses die membership infonnation to detennine membership of the user in a user group. 

7. (currentiy amended) The k aterfoco apparatus of claim 6, wherein: 

the access evaluator determines that the user's membership in the user group 
permits *fi user access to ttie information resource; and 

the provided iirformatian in response to the query further indicates a method of 
providing ftnttier information about ttie user in a further query from which the user's 
membership in a yxser group can be determined. 

8. (currently amended) The tetrafe^apparahis of claim 7, wherein the further 
information comprises auttientication information that may be used to validate the 
user's identity. 

9. (currently amended) The iertMlaee apparatus of claim 8, further comprising an 
additional information source configured for use as an authenticator, wherein the 
authentication information is used to validate the user's identity. 

10. (currently amended) The intrafaee apparatus of claim 9, wherein a response to the 
farther query provides an indication whether the user's identity is valid with regard to 
accessing an information resource. 

11. (currently amended) The wteffeee apparatus of claim 5, further comprising an 
additional information source configured for use as a user profile information source 
that provides additional information about the user, wherein tine additional infonnation 
about the user comprises a user Information retrieval method specification that specifies 
how the user profile information source provides the additional information, and 
wherein the access evaluator considers at least some portion of tfie additional 
information to determine membership of the user in the user group. 
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12. (cujiently amended) The Mt^feee apparatus of claim 5, further coDtiprising an 
additional information source configured for use as an authenticator that validates tfie 
identily of the user through use of the membership information, wherein the access 
evahiator determines membership of the user in a user group only after the 
authenticator has validated the user's identity* 

13. (currently amended) The interfaco apparatus of claim 4, further comprising an 
additional inf oiroatian source configured for use as an authenticator that validates an 
identity of the user through the use of authentication information in the indication of a 
manner of selecting a roW/ wherein the provided information in response to the query is 
obtained at least in part fi*om the authenticator, the provided information comprising an 
indicatLon of whether the user's identity is valid. 

14 (currently amended) The interface apparatus of claun 4, further comprising an 
additional information source cmfigured for use as a user profile information source 
that provides additional irtfonnation about the user through the use of profile 
information gathering information that indicates to the profile information source how 
to gather the profile information, wherein the indication of the manner for selecting a 
row comprises the profile information gathering information, wherein the provided 
information in response to the query is obtained at least in part from the profile 
information source, the provided information comprising the profile information. 
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